
 
Feline Foster Program Frequently Asked Questions: 

 
 

• How long are animals in foster homes?  It depends on the pet’s ability to adjust and the 
situation. The average stay in a foster home is 2 weeks – 2 months. Those recovering from 
an injury tend to stay just until healthy, whereas kittens & puppies will stay until old 
enough for surgery (up to 8 wks of age). 

 
• Can I adopt my foster? YES! As long as foster parents meet the shelter requirements 
necessary for adoption, they have first choice to adopt their foster pet. 

 
• What is the process for adopting a foster pet?  The process is very similar to adopting any 

animal from the shelter. The steps are briefly outlined below: 
o Potential adopters are required to submit an adoption application. 
o Suitable applicants may be contacted by staff for additional screening. 
o Adoption is approved or rejected by shelter staff. Final approval of all adoptions is 
at the sole discretion of the Humane Society of Sheboygan County staff. 

o Once approved, the adopter pays adoption fees to the shelter and makes a 
arrangements to pick up the foster (usually from the shelter after surgery). Foster 
pets cannot go to a potential adopter’s home until the adoption is finalized.  

 
• If I have my own animals, can I foster?  Keep in mind that it’s always a health risk to 
expose your animal to other animals whether it’s in your veterinarian’s waiting rooms, the 
pet store, or other common animal areas. The health risk is minimal if your animals are 
current on their vaccinations, maintain a healthy diet and lifestyle, and are not elderly or 
very young.  If you or someone in your household is immune-compromised, consult your 
doctor before fostering; working or living with animals exposes humans to a group of 
diseases called zoonoses. A zoonotic disease is defined as a disease transmitted from 
animals to humans and also from humans to animals. To find out more about zoonoses, 
talk to your doctor and/or veterinarian. Proper hygiene, preventative measures and an 
understanding of these illnesses can reduce the risk of disease. 

 
• What supplies are needed to foster?  Foster parents provide space, exercise, socialization, 
and love. The shelter will provide you with all the other supplies and equipment needed 
throughout your foster experience. The Shelter receives donated items regularly and 
provides vet care and medicine. 

 
• Do I have to keep my fosters separate from other animals in my home?  Yes, it is 

preferred that the shelter animal have a room or area that is separate from other pets.  
This allows them time to acclimate to the environment and more importantly, helps 
reduce the spread of any diseases that your foster may be harboring.  It also represents a 
safe and comfortable place to call their own and provides them with a sense of security. 
Cats especially may be stressed for the first several days.  The space selected should offer a 
hiding area without allowing them to hide from you.  This might be an office, spare 
bedroom or bathroom. 

 
• Do I need to have prior medical knowledge or expertise?  No, but you may be asked to 



 
dispense medicine to your foster pet so you will have to be comfortable following 
veterinarian’s instructions if fostering a sick or injured or special needs animal.  We ask 
that medications be given per the veterinarian’s instructions and for the duration 
recommended.  Do not discontinue medications or change dosages without authorization 
from the Shelter Manager or Veterinarian. If you are having difficulty giving the 
medication as directed, please contact us so an alternative can be arranged. 

 
• What if my foster becomes sick?  All veterinary care is provided by the in-house 
veterinarian. If a foster becomes sick or is suspected to be sick, foster parents should 
contact the shelter immediately. If you are unable to speak with a staff member, please leave 
a message and we will return your call as soon as possible. If you call after hours, please use 
the emergency phone number provided.  In most cases we are able to provided needed 
medications or support through our staff veterinarian.  However, if an outside veterinary visit 
is deemed necessary, the Shelter Director will provide guidance on scheduling and follow-up.  
NOTE:  If you visit a vet that is not approved by the shelter director, you may not be 
reimbursed for the cost. If you have any general questions regarding the health of your 
foster, contact the Shelter. Be sure to review the section for “Basic Medical Care” in this 
manual. 

 
• How much time each day is needed to foster? Commitment and responsibilities depend 
on the individual animal and their situation and personality. It’s essential that foster 
parents understand that shelter pets may be stressed and moving them from the shelter to 
the foster home can be stressful.  Foster parents must be willing to be patient and commit 
to the animal because our goal is to keep them in a stable and consistent environment. 
Many of our fosters are bottle babies, which require feeding every few hours until able to 
eat on their own. 

 
• How can I help my foster pet become more adoptable? There are two ways to make a 
foster more adoptable. First and foremost is exercise (for mental and physical well-being) 
and love (for emotional well-being).  Second is marketing: if no one knows about your 
foster animal, or how wonderful he is, then it will be harder to find them a forever home. 
In addition to supplying great photos and a bio, giving a foster additional exposure by 
telling friends and family about them will help create a “network effect” and will speed 
up the process of finding a forever home.  
 
Additionally, foster animals benefit greatly from the exercise (with the exception  
of those with some medical conditions), special love and attention you give them.  While 
marketing provides you with applicants, it’s always the pet that “closes the deal.”  Shy 
pets will benefit from your patience, routine and slowly exposing them to new things and 
people to build their confidence. Rambunctious adolescents who learn good manners will 
help show off their trainability and long term potential.  Kittens & puppies, while adorable, 
need a lot of love, attention and hand-holding from humans to develop properly and feel 
secure. 

 
• Am I responsible for finding my foster its forever home? No, but we do appreciate your 
help.  Many times a foster parent will find a perfect match on their own through a network 
of friends, family and colleagues. The shelter greatly welcomes these referrals! If you think 



 
you have found a perfect forever home for your foster, remember they still must go 
through the application process and be approved by the shelter staff. 
 

• Can I return my foster to the shelter if I am unable to foster any longer? We prefer that 
foster parents continue to foster until they are old enough or medically ready to return. It’s 
stressful for a pet to be returned to the shelter environment. However, we understand that 
situations change and it may become necessary to transfer a foster animal. We request 
that a foster parent provides as much notice as possible so that we can find an alternative 
foster home to which to transfer them. Of course, in an emergency, a foster parent may 
always bring their animal back to the shelter. 
Include the following in your request-for-transfer email: A brief paragraph describing the 
pet; whether he is having any issues; gets along with other dogs/cats; whether he is child-
friendly; and any other pertinent information. 

 
• What if I go on vacation or have a business trip?  If given enough notice, we can usually 
find volunteers that can foster sit for short durations. We ask that foster parents always 
keep the Humane Society of Sheboygan County staff aware of any temporary foster 
sitting situations. Also be advised that even “foster-sitters” need to have an approved 
foster application on file and have gone through the initial training program. 

 
• Are fosters ever euthanized?  Much energy, love, time and vet care is devoted to our 
foster animals, and the shelter is committed to finding homes for ALL the adoptable pets 
within its care. Some are in foster care because they’re seriously ill or injured. If, after 
medical attention, these pets are too injured or too weak to heal and are suffering without a 
means for relief or are irreparably aggressive, then the shelter staff will humanely 
euthanize these animals. Fortunately, most animals in foster care heal/recover beautifully. 
On rare occasions, a pet in foster care may start to exhibit potentially dangerous behavior 
that was unknown or suppressed when it was at the shelter. The shelter may determine 
that this animal is too dangerous and will humanely euthanize the animal or seek an 
alternative facility for its care. Your safety is our #1 priority. You must always inform the 
Humane Society of Sheboygan County staff if your foster exhibits any aggressive behavior.  
This allows us to develop a behavior modification plan where appropriate. 

 
• Does the Humane Society of Sheboygan County replace damaged property? No, the 

Humane Society of Sheboygan County does not replace or compensate for damaged 
property. That is why it is very important to have an appropriate and safe area for your 
foster animal.  

 
 
 

To apply, visit us online at 
www.adoptsheboygancounty.org/volunteer 

 


